
Early Learning Program

Changes to the Program:
Three years ago Alberta Education changed their funding and program mandate for
Pre-Kindergarten programming for children ages 3 years 8 months to five years of age. During
the transition period, Westwind has tried to maintain consistency for children and families.
However, with increasing student needs and reduced funding, our Early Learning Program
(previously known as Preschool) must be adapted. Students will now be admitted into the
program based on need, as identified through a screening and assessment process.

The purpose of the program will be to prepare children who would not otherwise be prepared for
kindergarten. Early Learning programming will support children by providing hands-on, play
based, developmentally appropriate activities where children can engage with peers and
develop in areas that include: social/emotional skills, cognitive skills, physical/motor skills and
speech/language acquisition.

Booking a Screening Appointment:
If you feel your child has any delays in the skills described above, please book a screening
appointment. If you are unsure, we encourage you to book a screening. This form is open now.
We will call you within 2 weeks to set up the screening appointment. We will inform you after
the screen if your child qualifies for the program.

Westwind will offer two different Early Learning Programs by age groups as defined by Alberta
Education:

● Children who turn 3 years old by Dec. 31 of the current school year (this program is
for children with severe delays only). (Born in 2021)

● Children who turn 4 years old by Dec. 31 of the current school year (this is for children
with mild/moderate and/or severe delays and include delays in speech/language,
behavior or have a current medical or physical diagnosis). (Born in 2020)

Fees:
All fees will be collected in the fall. The Early Learning Program is:

● At no cost for students with severe needs.
● $100 for the year for students with mild/moderate needs.

https://forms.gle/HYipTaP4G1ucrTNv9
https://forms.gle/HYipTaP4G1ucrTNv9


Kindergarten Registration
Magrath Elementary School offers Kindergarten to students that are 5 years old prior to
December 31, 2024 (Born in 2019). Please only register your child with the group that you
intend them to move with through grade 12. It is inappropriate to register a child in kindergarten
with a preconceived plan to repeat for a second year. We ask that any parents who are
considering this to instead register their child for the Early Learning Program or to wait before
registering for kindergarten.

Fees:
All fees will be collected in the fall. The Kindergarten Fee is $125 ($100 fees + $25 supplies).

Day/Time Preferences for Kindergarten and Early Learning
Magrath Elementary School is fortunate to have an excellent staff. We are confident that your
child will spend their days with a well-prepared teacher who is committed to student success, no
matter what classroom they are placed in. We will do our best to place students according to the
time preferences that you indicate; however, there is no guarantee of this. Classes will be
balanced according to student needs first.

Click Here for New Student Registration. (student did not attend ELP)
Click Here for Returning Student Registration (if your student was previously in the Early
Learning Program).

https://www.westwind.ab.ca/studentregistration/new-students
https://www.westwind.ab.ca/studentregistration/returning-students

